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BY THE GRACE OF GOD
Ignatius Aphrem 11
Patriarch of Antioch and All the East
Supreme Head of the Universal Syrian Orthodox Church

No EI 33/16 March 16, 2016

Apostolic benediction to our beloved Brother-in-Christ His Beatitude
Catholicos Mor Baselios Thomas I, Their Eminences our brother Metropolitans
and our beloved spiritual children: the Very Reverend Corepiscopos, Venerable
Monks, Esteemed Priests, Reverend Deacons, Respected Nuns and all our
Malayalee faithful all over the world.

We wish you all a happy Easter. May the joy of the Resurrection of Our Lord
Jesus Christ fill your hearts and your souls! We praise and glorify God always for all of
you with love and affection especially for your loyalty to the true faith of Antioch.

We are aware of the struggles you are going through in your lives. The Risen
Lord gives us hope and peace to overcome the various challenges we face today. After
the Cross there is always the glory of the Resurrection. St. Paul gives us courage by
saying *“I consider the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with
the glory about to be revealed to us” (Romans 8:18). The suffering people carry Our
Lord in their hearts knowingly or unknowingly. Our priority should always be to care
for the needy and suffering people. Here in Syria too we go through sufferings but the
living Lord gives us hope. We still continue to have hope in the safe return of our
beloved brothers in Christ the two archbishops Their Eminences Mor Gregorios
Yuhanna Ibrahim and Mor Paulose Yazigi and we ask you to keep them in your
prayers. We also mourn the merciless killings of the nuns in Yemen who paid the
ultimate price for their faith.

We are eagerly waiting to meet you all again in India. We assure you of our
sincere prayers and fervent supplications to the Lord for all of you especially for our
beloved Brother in Christ His Beatitude Mor Baselios Thomas I the Catholicos of India.
We extend our Apostolic and Fatherly Blessings to you all. May the grace of God be
with you all. Ioiao Losasy (ool
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