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“l miss Ireland and | would love to go back and visit,”
His Holiness Patriarch Moran Mor Ignatius Aphrem I,

The Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch was established by
St Peter the Apostle and the Church today is divided into
some 70 dioceses throughout the world.

It will come as a surprise to
church’s leader, His Holine
Aphrem I, spent several f

wever, that the
Moran Mor Ignatius
s in Ireland.

In 1989, after a number of al’ appointments in the
Middle East, Patriarch Aphrem |l entered St Patrick’s Col-
lege, Maynooth Co. Klldare rom where he received a Li-
centiate in  Sacreo ogy (1992) and Doctorate of
Divinity (1994). ne e él'so served as a priest
to the Syriac O ty |n the United Kingdom.

\f tlme in Irrtl nd and, de-

tqste for Guinness”, he
oy t e*ﬂwarmth” f the Irish

The patriarc
spite “not bel
admits to b
people, fi
the life”

“Imi c pack and vis-
it,” he tol

On a more 2 - I}"'s time
in Ireland p i experience the
life of the n its
history whe in laws and

“Some of these laws posed a real challenge to the teach-
ings of the Church and the norms of Irish society,” he said.




Enthroned

Born Said Karim in Qamishli, north-eastern Syria, on May 3,
1965, the youngest son of Issa and Khanema Karim, Moran
Mor Ignatius Aphrem Il became the 123rd Syriac Orthodox
Patriarch of Antioch when he was enthroned as patriarch in
Damascus in May of this year.

The Syrian Orthodox Church of Antioch is a member of the
family of Oriental Orthodox Churches which are also known
as Non-Chalcedonian. These Churches refused to accept
the Christological definitions of the Council of Chalcedon
(451) which recognised two natures in Christ.

Instead, they adopted the Christology of St Cyril of Alexan-
drea, which teaches that, after incarnation, Christ has one
incarnate nature made of two, namely divine and human na-
tures. He is fully divine and fully human with one nature.

“Following deep theological dialogue between the Oriental
Orthodox Churches and the Roman Catholic Church, both
sides now accept that the difference is in the way we ex-
press our faith and not in what we believe,” the patriarch
said. “We teach the same doctrine, but in two different
ways.”

Before his election to the patriarchate, Ignatius Aphrem i
was Archbishop for the Eastern United States, then known
as Mor Cyril Aphrem Karim.

In that role, he established 11 new parishes, introduced a
number of new programs for the youth and worked for inter
-church unity.

Since his installation as patriarch, however, he has spent
most of his time visiting members of the church who are




suffering as a result of the crisis engulfing the Middle
East. The patriarch views his primary role as “very much
a product of the time we are living in”.

He has visited northern Iraq twice to be with the refugees
and displaced people from the city of Mosul and the Ni-
neveh plains. He has also visited several areas in Syria
where homes have been destroyed and lives shattered,
as well as attending several meetings and conferences in
many parts of the world dealing with the situation in Mid-
dle East.

Patriarch Aphrem Il insists that he will “continue to be
close to the suffering people and try to comfort them”.

“The patriarch is the symbol of the unity of the Church
and shepherd who should always be with his flock in
their joys and sorrows,” he said.

Speaking frankly about the situation in Syria at present,
the patriarch noted that, while security is of great con-
cern, “people are more concerned about their daily
needs”.

“More and more Syrians are becoming poor. Our cathe-
dral church alone in Damascus is helping more than
5,000 families with diverse needs such as milk, baby
food, clothing, hygiene items, apartment renting, health
care services and medicine,” he said.

The patriarch noted, however, that Church members “are
divided concerning what is happening in Syria”.At the
beginning, he noted, “a decent number of people were
sympathising with the demands of change and political
reform”. However, very soon, “it became evident that
these legitimate demands were not the real goals of this
crisis,” he said.




Targeting Christians

“Many countries, western and Arab, have become involved
and fanatic Muslims and terrorists from all over the world
came to Syria for Jihad.

“The majority of the Syrian people, including Christians,
distanced themselves from the so-called opposition which,
very early on, carried arms and started targeting Chris-
tians and Muslims alike.

“More than one hundred churches, parochial schools, hos-
pitals and other Church-related institutions have been de-
stroyed.”

In terms of a global response, the patriarch urged the in-
ternational community “to exert pressure on countries
such as Turkey, Qatar and Saudi Arabia to stop sending
terrorists to Syria”.

He said the US and other western governments “should
collaborate with the Syrian government if they are serious
about fighting ISIS and other terrorist groups”.

“We also wish to draw the attention of our brothers and
sisters in the west to the importance of working through
the local Churches in their relief efforts for the Syrian peo-
ple,” he said.

As previously mentioned, Patriarch Aphrem has vast expe-
rience working for inter-Church unity in the US and contin-
ues these efforts in his current role in Syria today.

He maintains that the current crisis has brought the Chris-
tian Churches “closer to each other”.
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“Churches of all denominations are praying together
for peace in Syria. Churches are also coordinating the
relief efforts,” he said.

The patriarch’s peace building efforts also extend to
other major world religions, Islam in particular.

“The majority of Muslims in Syria are suffering from the
crisis. The Church is providing help for all needy Syri-
ans, regardless of their religious denomination. Our re-
lations with Muslims are very cordial,” he said.

In a message to Ignatius Aphrem Il congratulating him
on his election earlier this year, Pope Francis prayed
that he may be a “spiritual father” for his people and an
“untiring builder of peace and justice, serving the com-
mon good and the good of the entire Middle East in to-
day’s difficult circumstances”.

“It is important for all Christians to bear witness to the
love and fellowship that binds us together, mindful of
the prayer offered by our Lord at the Last Supper: that
all may be one, so that the world may believe,” the
Pope said.

Pope Francis, according to Patriarch Aphrem, “has
changed the face of the Catholic Church”.

“He has managed to show the human face of the
Church: a Church that is concerned with the weak and
the needy. | hope that his style and compassion will
help bring back the people, especially the young, to the
Church,” he said.

A desire shared by many.

(Courtesy The Irish Catholic, Interview by Cathal Barry )
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http://irishcatholic.ie/profile/cathal-barry-0

Noyampukala Dhyanam
And
Holy Confession

March
21st Saturday
From 10:30 to 2:30 PM

22nd Sunday
From 12:30 to 2:30 PM

Vanitha Samajam Chain prayer
Every first Friday of the month from 6:00 to 24 hrs.
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Passion week Schedule

Sunday 29 March from 09:30 AM

Hosana Service

Wednesday 01 April from4:30PM

Confession from 04:30
and
Pesaha service at 06:30

Thursday 02 April from 06:30PM

Foot washing Ceremony
(Chief celebrant : H.G.Yuhanon Mor Milithios)

Friday 03 April from 09:30 AM

Good Friday Service
(Chief celebrant : H.G.Yuhanon Mor Milithios)

Sunday 05 April from 09:30 AM

Easter service
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DUBLIN JACOBITE CHURCH

FOOD DRIVE

In association with Crosscare, Dublin Jacobite
Church is conducting a Food Collection to Feed
the Needy on March 29th to April o5

KINDLY DONATE

Please drop in the trolley at the church.

hoever‘is ge. erou&tn the poori'e‘ndsto the
& Lord, and he will repay him for hissleed: 3
= 0% (Proveﬂ:s‘!!:ﬁ) s .

= I —_—
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BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS —MARCH

SUSAN SABU
SHYJU CK
ALEX JACOB
BENOY.A.KURIAKOSE
EDWIN SHAIJI
NEHA BENNY
CHLOE SUSAN CHIKKU
MEBIN VARGHESE DAVID
SHAUN REJI
JAIN PAUL
ANNIE JAIN
AKASH JAJI
BASIL K ROY
ALEENA ANNA SAJI
NOEL MATHEW SALIM
JOSNA THOMAS
JOMI JOHN
SAJI M JOSEPH
AARON THOMAS PALACKATHADATHIL
ALFUS GEORGE
JIBY JOY
HANNAH MARY ADHISON
ALEX PAUL
AILIN ANNA JOBIL
REJI YOHANNAN
JOSHY KURIAKOSE
KOORAN CHERIA SUNNY
BEVAN AJESH
ANNA K ROY
ABIGAIL AJU
MENTY GIBU
BENNY P MANI
AMAL ELDHO
PAUL VARGHESE
KEVIN PAUL

“All of us in your church wish you a very happy

birthday with many more to come”
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Prayer meeting arrangements : March

06-March-2015-Friday:

Shimaj C George (0877884800),
Address: 102 Premier Square, Finglas Road (N2), Dublin11.

13-March-2015-Friday:

Benny Mani (0894008910)

Address: C48, Lansdowne valley apt, Slievebloom road, Drimnagh, Dublin 12.

20-March-2015-Friday:

Rajeesh Paul (0879704822)
Address: 76, St.Gabriels, Johnston Road, Cabinteely, Co. Dublin.

27-March-2015-Friday:

Sunny Cherian (0876302504)
Address: 82,Beaumont Court, Beaumont Woods, Dublin 9.

30-March-2015-Monday:

Jojan P Elias (0876707857)
Address: 45, Brooklands, Nutley Lane, Elam Park, Dubblin-4

31-March-2015— Tuesday:

Sam Cherian (0862323342)
Address: 20, Lanesborough Square, St. Margarets Road, Finglass, Dublin 11
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Annunciation to the Virgin St. Mary

Feast Day: March 25

The Feast of the Annunciation of Our Virgin Mary (O_I_oJ(rﬂﬂ

0al@)mMOud) is celebrated on March 25 each year. The

Feast commemorates the announcement by the Archangel Ga-
briel to the Virgin Mary that our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, would enter into this world through her womb.
Annunciation to the Virgin is one of the most important feasts in
the Syrian Orthodox Church. So important that the Holy Qurba-
na must be held on this day even if March 25th happens to be
Good Friday! (The Holy Liturgy is otherwise prohibited on Good
Friday since the Church celebrates the death of Christ; in fact,
the altar is stripped of all altar vessels and covered in black on
Good Friday.)

The Bible story of the Annunciation

In the sixth month, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
town in Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of David. The virgin's name was
Mary.

The angel went to her and said, "Greetings, you who are highly
favoured! The Lord is with you."

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what
kind of greeting this might be.

But the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, you have
found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a
son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. He will be great
and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will
give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over
the house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will never end."
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(continue form page 17)

"How will this be," Mary asked the angel, "since | am a vir-
gin?"

The angel answered, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you,
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the
holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. Even Eliza-
beth your relative is going to have a child in her old age, and
she who was said to be barren is in her sixth month. For
nothing is impossible with God."

"I am the Lord's servant," Mary answered. "May it be to me
as you have said." Then the angel left her.

Dates to remember:

Noyampukala Dhyanam : March 21,22
Cross Care Food drive : March 29th to April 05th
Pesaha : April 1, 2015
Foot washing Service: April 2, 2015
Good Friday : April 3, 2015
VBS on April 8,9 10, 2015.

Koinoniya and VBS Closing on April 11, 2015.
Balakalaolsavam : May 02, 2015
Vanitha Samajam Day : May 09, 2015

Malayalam class : Summer holidays
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VBS 2015
Dates
April 8,9 & 10
Venue

Powerstown Educate Together, Near Tyrrelstown Way,
Dublin 15.

(Please fill the VBS registration form)

Koinoniya 2015 and VBS Closing day

Date:
April 11, 2015
Time:
4:30 to 9:00
Venue:

Scoil Mhuire Hall, Marino Griffith Avenue, Dublin 9

Please email gregorianvoice@gmail.com with your suggestions and comments.
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Bible Quiz: (Luke 1:26-38; Matthew 1:18-25)

Annunciation to the Virgin St. Mary

1) In what town did Mary live?

A) Jerusalem

B) Capernaum

C) Bethlehem

D) Nazareth

2) What is the name of the angel God sent to Mary?
A) Daniel

B) Joseph

C) Michael

D) Gabriel

3) Who was the man to whom Mary was promised to marry?
A) Jacob

B) Joseph

C) Jesse

D) Jeremiah

4) What king was Joseph descended from?

A) King Saul

B) King Nebuchadnezzer

C) King David

D) King Herod

5) What were the first words of the angel to Mary?
A) Greetings, Mary, what's up!

B) Greetings, the Lord is with you!

C) I bring you good tidings of great joy.

D) Peace be with you!
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6) Why did Gabriel say Mary shouldn't be afraid?
A) She had found favor with God.

B) She had never sinned.

C) She was of the house of David.

D) She was a good girl.

7) How did Mary answer the angel Gabriel?

A) "Glory to God in highest!"

B) "The Lord is my Shepherd."

C) "Behold, | am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your
word."

D) "Blessed be the name of the Lord."

8) Why did the angel say Joseph should not be afraid to take Mary as his wife?
A) Because angels would be guarding them.

B) Because she was a good cook.

C) Because he was of the house and line of David.

D) Because her baby is from the Holy Spirit.

9) What name was Joseph to give the baby?

A) John.

B) Jacob

C) Joseph.

D) Jesus.

10) What did Joseph do?

A) Joseph went with her to visit Elizabeth in Jerusalem.

B) Joseph divorced her quietly.

C) Joseph took Mary home as his wife as the angel had commanded.

D) Joseph found another women to marry.

Please send your answers to gregorianvoice@gmail.com
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Name :

Kids Corner : Coloring page
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‘ Dear play school children, please color this picture and return it to the church.
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~ “Happy anniversary! We congratulate you on another

year of love and marriage. Have a delightful anniversary”




Laptops-Desktops Repairs & Upgrades
Contact: BENNY — 087 638 2115

> Laptop LCD / LED Screen Replacement
» Hard Drive/DVD Drive & Laptop Keypad Replacement
» Operating System & other Software Installation
» Virus / Malware Removal & System Tuning

o » Smartphone / Tablet Screen & Battery Replacement

—x— » DC Power jack Repairs
Qamn .—=mm » Motherboard Replacement

» Laptop runs slow or freezing - Fixed

E » Data Recovery - Files & PhotoS (conditions apply )
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