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GREGORIAN VOICE B

Patriarchal Encyclical 2003

We offer apostolic benediction, prayer, and greetings in
the Lord to our brethren, their Eminencies the Metropol-
itans, our spiritual children the venerable priests,
monks, nuns, deacons, deaconesses, and our blessed
Syrian Orthodox people. May the divine providence em-
brace them through the prayers of the Virgin Mary the
Mother of God and St. Peter the head of the apostles,
and the rest of the Martyrs and Saints. Amen.

LET US ANSWER THE CALL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST

The Lord Jesus said, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:18).

In the hardship of life in this world and its pitch-darkness, to which man came after his fall into
the sin of arrogance, and his separation from heaven and dismissal from Paradise to the land
of misery, humanity in its entirety wandered aimlessly in the dark night. It was burdened under
the yoke of the accursed Devil, as St. Paul says, “For all have sinned and are short of the glory
of God” (Romans 3:23). Mankind became badly in need of God of glory, the Savior Whom God
the Father promised to send in order to reconcile heaven with earth and make peace between
the Creator of heaven and earth and man, the highest among His creation. In this connection,
St. Paul the Apostle says, “But the fullness of the time was come, God sent forth His Son Who,
born of a woman, became subject to the law, to redeem them who were under the law, that we
might receive the adoption of sons” (Galatians 4: 4,5), “For we do not have a High Priest Who
cannot sympathize with our weakness, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without
sin” (Hebrews 4:15

Yes, the Lord Jesus sensed practically, during His public divine dispensation in flesh, the mis-
ery of Mankind and their suffering in their bitter clash with their bitter enemy the Devil, who al-
ways tries to enter them into severe temptation. St. Peter, the head of the apostles, warns us
against him saying, “



Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the Devil walks about like a roaming lion, seeking whom
he may devour. Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same sufferings are experienced by
your brotherhood in the world.” (1 Peter 5:8,9).

How often the Devil and his hosts used natural
factors to destroy the souls of man! How much
severe pain, violent suffering, distresses, and se-
vere hardships he caused to them! How many of
them he deceived and thus they left the house of
the Heavenly Father just as the prodigal son did.
They squandered the graces that were showered upon them and wallowed in sin in strange land, and
consequently anxiety, worry, despair, and pangs of remorse ruled over them because they separated
from God. In this connection prophet Isaiah tells people like those, “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not
shortened that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot hear. But your iniquities have separated
you from your God; and your sins have hidden his face from you, so that He will not hear.” (Isaiah 59:
1,2). God spoke to the fathers throughout the ages and generations through prophets, and brought
through them to humanity laws and codes and passed ordinances so that they might be close to God.
But some of those who were entrusted with the task of preservation of the laws and teaching them to
humanity added to these laws their own human commandments that were hard to observe. The Lord
Jesus therefore, scolded them saying, “Woe to you also, you lawyers! For you load men with burdens
hard to bear, and you yourselves do not touch the burdens with one of your fingers” (Luke 11:46). Ac-
cordingly, the Lord Jesus called all men burdened with hardships of life to follow Him, so that they may
find full rest in flesh and spirit. He said, “Come to me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and | will
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you
will find rest for your souls” (Matthew 11:28-30).

Yes, in all the stages of our life on earth as indi-
viduals and as groups we enter into severe and
different temptations, and face very many hard
obstacles. It is not easy to break through these
obstacles by ourselves unless we answer the
call of the Savior, our Lord Jesus Christ. He is
calling us to follow Him and carry His pleasant
and light yoke, which is the cross of sacrifice
and self-denial. In this way we will be liberated
from the heavy yoke of the Devil, taking Jesus as an example, learning from Him meekness and hum-
bleness so that we may gain from him real comfort and happiness in both worlds.

Dearly beloved: once, the Lord Jesus spent a whole day teaching people and healing their sick until
He got tired. When evening approached, He commanded His disciples to cross to the other side of the
lake. The disciples dismissed the crowed and took the small boat that was kept ready for Him (Mark
3:9). The Lord Jesus slept on a pillow at the stern of the boat. A great windstorm arose. The sea grew
rough and the waves surged. The waves beat into the boat and almost sank it. The disciples sensed
the danger and were terrified. After they exerted their utmost effort using all their expertise in sailing to
save the boat and failed, and hence lost hope of escaping, they turned to the Lord Jesus and awoke
Him saying, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing? Then He rose and rebuked the wind and
said to the sea, 'Peace, be stilll And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. And He said to
them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith? And they feared exceedingly, and said
to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him! (Mark 4:38-41). This is the
first time the holy Gospel mentions that the Lord slept. The Devil seized the opportunity of the sleeping
of the Lord, and caused the sea to be agitated so that the righteous disciples of the Lord may perish.



But it is said that the Lord never sleeps or slumbers, and He is the mighty guard of His followers, as
prophet David said in his intimate discourse with Him, “Who is mighty like you? You rule over the splen-
dor of the sea, when its waves mount up, you still them” (Psalm 89:8,9). So, the Lord rose up immedi-
ately and rebuked the wind saying to the sea, “Quiet! Be still.” Then the wind died down and there was
a great calm. The great power of the Lord on the forces of nature over which man has no authority was
manifested. The Lord rebuked His disciples saying, “Why do you have no faith.”

In this crooked generation of ours, and in the hardship of our life as individuals or groups, we, who have
received the grace of Holy Baptism in the name of Jesus, often look like His righteous disciples and be-
come worried when we are faced with misfortune and hardships. We forget that the ship will never sink
as long as the Lord is on board. The holy church of the Lord resembles a ship in the high seas; it will
never shake no matter how small it is, and no matter how much it is tossed about by furious winds. But
when we distance ourselves from the Lord, and the Lord stands away from us and from our ship, then
we will sense the danger because the Devil then would roar like a wild beast wanting to swallow us.

Let us then, our dearly beloved, be with the Lord always in word and in deed so that we may receive
from Him divine power and feel that His divine providence embraces us, and His tending eye looking at
us. He saves us from hardship and distress that we may not become shaken no matter how fierce the
battle with the Devil and his hosts of devils and

men is. We have to remain steadfast and firm
in our strong faith. Christ is with us and He
promised us saying, “For wherever two or
three are gathered in my name, | am there
among them” (Matthew 18:20). Therefore, He
never neglects us nor He abandons us; rather
he is “Emanuel”’, God is with us. He will not
take His Holy Spirit away from us. Even though
God sometimes allows the Devil to enter us into the trial of temptation, but He does not allow him to de-
stroy us. In this regard, St. Paul the Apostle says, “But God is faithful, and He will not let you be tempt-
ed beyond your strength, but with the temptation will also provide the way of escape, that you may be
able to endure it” (I Corinthians 10:13).

Dearly beloved: in the present hard circumstances that our world is going through today, when violence,
injustice and tyranny is widespread, and most people have distanced themselves from God, let us an-
swer the call of our Lord Jesus Christ and turn to Him. Let us recite the prayer of one of the righteous in
his intimate discourse with Jesus as he says, “| have believed in you Lord, strengthen my faith. | have
trusted you, strengthen my trust.” Let us say with the composer of the Psalms, “The Lord is my shep-
herd; | shall not want....He restores my soul. He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s
sake. Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death. | will fear no evil; for you are with
me; your rod and your staff they comfort me.” (Psalm 23:1-4).

Let us seize the opportunity of the arrival of the blessed Lent and couple our fast with prayer, earnest
repentance, and almsgiving. Let us ask the Lord to spread His peace and security over all regions of
the globe, and enter us not into temptations, but deliver us from the evil one.

May God accept your fast, prayers, and alms, dear faithful, and make you worthy to joyfully and happily
celebrate the feast of His resurrection from the dead.

May the grace be with you.

Issued at our Patriarchal house in Damascus, Syria,

(On the seventeenth day of the month of February, in the year two thousand and three, which is the 23rd year of our Patriar-
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H.E Mor Titus Yeldho

Archbishop of The Malankara Archdiocese of the Syrian Orthodox Churches in North America
H.E Mor Titus Yeldho visited our church on January 31%
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Dublin St Gregorios Jacobite Sysrian Orthodox Church celebrat-
ed the Dukharono of Mar Ignatius Elias III Bava, the 119 the
legitimate successor of the throne of Antioch who passed away
on February 13, 1932 while visiting Malankara.

“I wish I could live here permanently”. These were the
words of Moran Mor Ignatius Elias III, Patriarch of the Universal
Syrian Orthodox Church, when he reached St. Stephen’s church
Manjanikkara at the last leg of his sojourn in Malankara.

To turn the prophesy true the holy body of Moran Mor Elias III,
the Patriarch of Antioch and all the East was buried near St.
Stephen’s church Manjanikkara on Sunday Feb 13 after the Holy
Qurbono.

Rev Fr Jino Thomas the Asst Vicar of St Gregorios Jacobite

Church, Dublin led the perunnal Celebrations oIG]828D 833036M...
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“All of us in your church wish you a very happy birthday
with many more to come”
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HeartyCondoIences

We express our
heartfelt condo-
lences on the
sad demise of
Mr. Baby Paul
Anthinattu, fa-
ther of Mr. Binu
B Anthinattu
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O .
| St.Gregorios Sunday School
{ St.Gregorios Jacobite Syrian Orthodox Church

Dublin, Ireland

March 30th, 31st and April 01st

From 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Venue
Powerstown Educate Together NatlonaISchooI

Please email gregorianvoice@gmail.com with your suggestions and comments.
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